

    
      
          
            
  
Welcome to Read the Docs

This is an autogenerated index file.

Please create a /home/docs/checkouts/readthedocs.org/user_builds/crawlkit/checkouts/latest/index.rst or /home/docs/checkouts/readthedocs.org/user_builds/crawlkit/checkouts/latest/README.rst file with your own content.

If you want to use another markup, choose a different builder in your settings.





          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            

Index



 




          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
CrawlKit

[image: Build status] [https://travis-ci.org/crawlkit/crawlkit]
[image: npm] [https://www.npmjs.com/package/crawlkit]
[image: npm]
[image: David]
[image: node]
[image: bitHound Overall Score] [https://www.bithound.io/github/crawlkit/crawlkit]
[image: Commitizen friendly] [http://commitizen.github.io/cz-cli/]
[image: semantic-release] [https://github.com/semantic-release/semantic-release]
[image: Code Climate] [https://codeclimate.com/github/crawlkit/crawlkit]

A crawler based on PhantomJS. Allows discovery of dynamic content and supports custom scrapers. For all your ajaxy crawling & scraping needs.


	Parallel crawling/scraping via Phantom pooling.

	Custom-defined link discovery.

	Custom-defined runners (scrape, test, validate, etc.)

	Can follow redirects (and because it’s based on PhantomJS, JavaScript redirects will be followed as well as <meta> redirects.)

	Streaming

	Resilient to PhantomJS crashes

	Ignores page errors




Install

npm install crawlkit --save








Usage

const CrawlKit = require('crawlkit');
const anchorFinder = require('crawlkit/finders/genericAnchors');

const crawler = new CrawlKit('http://your/page');
crawler.setFinder({
    getRunnable: () => anchorFinder
});

crawler.crawl()
    .then((results) => {
        console.log(JSON.stringify(results, true, 2));
    }, (err) => console.error(err));





Also, have a look at the samples [https://github.com/crawlkit/crawlkit/tree/master/examples].




API

See the API docs [http://crawlkit.github.io/crawlkit/docs/] (published) or the docs on doclets.io [https://doclets.io/crawlkit/crawlkit/master] (live).




Debugging

CrawlKit uses debug [https://github.com/visionmedia/debug] for debugging purposes. In short, you can add DEBUG="*" as an environment variable before starting your app to get all the logs. A more sane configuration is probably DEBUG="*:info,*:error,-crawlkit:pool*" if your page is big.




Contributing

Please contribute away :)

Please add tests for new functionality and adapt them for changes.

The commit messages need to follow the conventional changelog format [https://github.com/ajoslin/conventional-changelog] so semantic-release picks the semver versions properly. It is probably easiest if you install commitizen [https://github.com/commitizen] via npm install -g commitizen and commit your changes via git cz.




Available runners


	HTML Codesniffer runner [https://github.com/crawlkit/runner-htmlcs]: Audit a website with the HTML Codesniffer [https://github.com/squizlabs/HTML_CodeSniffer] to find accessibility defects.

	Google Chrome Accessibility Developer Tools runner [https://github.com/crawlkit/runner-accessibility-developer-tools]: Audit a website with the Google Chrome Accessibility Developer Tools [https://github.com/GoogleChrome/accessibility-developer-tools] to find accessibility defects.

	aXe runner [https://github.com/crawlkit/runner-axe]: Audit a website with aXe [https://github.com/dequelabs/axe-core].

	Yours? Create a PR to add it to this list here!






Products using CrawlKit


	Atlassian Accessibility Dashboard [https://bitbucket.org/atlassian/a11y-dashboard]









          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
Icons used in the CrawlKit logo


	webpage by Cassandra Cappello from the Noun Project

	Happy by Julien Deveaux from the Noun Project







          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
Link discovery

This directory contains modules for link discovery on a webpage.
Please bear in mind that any finder can only use features available on the target webpage and target PhantomJS. E.g. all es6 features used in the rest of the CrawlKit package are not applicable here.
Also bear in mind that anything passed from outside a finder function (e.g. closures) won’t work.

An example of a simple method returned by getRunnable of a finder would be:

function firstLinkFinder() {
    var links = document.getElementsByTagName('a');
    window.callPhantom(null, links.length ? [links[0].href] : []);
}





Finders can work asynchronously - whenever you are finished discovering links, call window.callPhantom with ([err, [urls]]). Where the method expects the err parameter to be an arbitrary error object (or null in case there was no error) and the urls parameter to be an array.
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